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1 1 FRONT PAGE OF THE HERALD TRIBUNE FOR 9 DEC, CARRIES 
-v A 

AN(SRTICLE by WILLIAM BEECHER IN WHICH K I S S I NGER ' S UPC OM I NG 
TRIP TO MOSCOW FPUM 18-2 0 DEC, IS SAID TO BE PROMPTED BY 
BREZHNEV’S RAPIDLY FAILING HEALTH, ACCORDING TO BEECHER, THE 
KREMLIN LEADERSHIP HAS BEEN SUFFERING FROM ITS OWN PROBLEMS 
OF DISARRAY AND HAS BEEN UNABLE TO FOCUS ON SALT, DOBRYNIN 
REPORTEDLY PASSED A MESSAGE TO KISSINGER FROM BREZHNEV PRIOR 
TO FORD’S CHINA TRIP ASKING HIM TO COME, 


2, BEECHER APPEARS TO HAVE GOOD ACCESS, CAN WE CORROBORATE 
ANY OF HIS POINTS, ESPECIALLY WITH REGARD TO BREZHNEV'S 
HEALTH? 


MEMO TO THE DCI IN EARLY DEC, TENDS TO PLAY 
DOWN, THE HEALTH ANGLE, ESPECIALLY WITH RESPECT To A RAPID 
DECLINE, BUT IT DOES INDICATE THAT BREZHNEV'S PACE DURING 19 75 

SECRET. * 
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HAS BEEN ONLY ABOUT 60 PERCENT OF LAST YEAR'S, 

SLOWDOWN has been enough to hold up decisions on salt. ON the 
other hand, one cannot rule out a game of tactics being plated 

between MOSCOW AND WASHINGTON. BEECHER PLAYS DOWN THIS LATTER 
EX PL AN AT 10 N. 

3 , REQUEST ANY HQS COMMENTS ON BEECHER ARTICLE ASAP, 
ITHIS SAME QUESTION QN ThE PHONE THIS 

MORN ING, 
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